Special educational needs
Statement

Academy 4 Kids is committed to the inclusion of all children with or without special needs.  Every child has the right to be educated and to develop their full potential.  We believe all children should have the same opportunities and by working in partnership with each other can overcome any difficulties together.  Each child’s needs are unique; therefore we believe it inappropriate to categorize children.

We aim to
· To identify any special needs a child may have and for all staff to be familiar with the DfES code of practice on the identification and assessment of special needs.

· To have a designated special needs coordinator (SENCO) who is knowledgeable and experienced in the care and assessment of children with special needs.
· To observe and assess each child’s individual needs and adapt our facilities accordingly.

· To work with outside agencies, including the health and education authorities and to gain advice, support and training. 

· To develop and maintain a core team of staff who are experienced and dedicated in the care of children with special needs.

· To recognise that all children are equal and encourage them to participate in all aspects of the nursery day and activities.

· To display and promote positive images of those with special needs where possible.

Responsible Person (SENCO): Christalla Tanglis 
Academy 4 Kids is fully committed to working in co-operation with the parent/carer to ensure their child’s individual needs are met.  Academy 4 Kids is committed to working with any child with a disability and to ensure they make full use of the nursery environment.

We believe it is of great importance to seek out as much information as possible about an individual child’s condition and the affect it has on his/her educational needs.  Therefore we will 
· Liaise with the child’s parent/carer.

· Liaise with any professional agencies.

· Reading any reports that have been prepared.

· Attending any review meetings with the local authority.

· Regular monitoring of observations done on the child’s development.

Academy 4 kids will: 

· Provide suitable access to premises for those with a disability.

· Seek advice on specialist equipment where appropriate (in some cases equipment may be brought from home).

· Maintain confidentiality at all times (information only to be shared with those directly involved), and records to be reviewed each year.

· Ensure that all staff have the opportunity to participate in relevant training and information is readily available to them.

· Ensure suitable arrangements for outings (please refer to outing procedure).
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